[Removal of a thoracic impaling agent without direct observation. The significance of pre-operative diagnosis].
Impalement injuries are uncommon and only occasional reports exist in the literature, resulting in non standardized approaches. Depending on the location, completely different combinations of injuries occur, making every impalement unique. Nevertheless some basic principles for dealing with impalements exist. These principles, and some controversial statements in the literature on the value of preoperative diagnostics, especially CT, are discussed using the example of a spectacular thoracic impalement by a 2 x 2 cm square metal pole. Our deviation from the principal of removing an impaling object only under direct observation in this special case is also discussed.